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FIFTH BARTEL CABINET RESIGNS
There was a further development in the Polish internal situation
when in the Seym the Bartel Government was overthrown on
March 14; it resigned next day and the President accepted its
resignation on March 17. BartePs attempt to collaborate with the
Seym, or rather with the Opposition, proved an utter failure.
Two drafts of a revised Constitution were before the Seym; one
was that of the Government Block, and the other came from the
Left. The first draft, which was put forward by the Block and not
by the Government, was on Pilsudski lines; the second, while
reinforcing the powers of the President, nationalized industry
and transport, and gave autonomy to portions of the Kresy. On
February 18 the Centre also submitted its draft. The Centre held
that all that was needed was a slight extension of the legislation
passed after the May Revolution, but the draft gave the right of a
suspensive veto to the President while restricting his right to issue
decrees; it increased the powers of the Senate, and stipulated that
a vote of non-confidence in the Seym had to be passed by a
majority of three-fifths to be operative. The Right did not submit
a draft, as it failed to get sufficient backing. On March 4 the Com-
mission asked the Government to choose between the drafts; the
Cabinet, including Pilsudski, responded by a statement on March 7
that the programme of revision should make the President the
supreme factor in the State, and with that object change the
manner of his election; delimit the respective competences of the
Executive and the Legislative; confer the veto on the President
and enlarge the scope of his legislative action; determine pre-
cisely the powers of the Government; and define Parliamentary
immunity.
Whatever prospect this programme had was spoiled by the
action of the Socialists, who tabled a motion of non-confidence in
Prystor, the Minister of Labour, on the ground that he had
carried out changes in the administration of the National Hsaltb
Insurance in defiance of the law—the reforms which had drive®
certain prominent Socialists from lucrative posts in that adminis^
tration. Most of the parlies approved Prystor's dealing with thfe

